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One people one story

To grasp the chance of the birth of Hong Kong Arts Development
Council, Para/Site Art Space was set up. We found the resource from
the society to support the development of Hong Kong Contemporary
Art and to meet the needs of the Hong Kong art ecology. There is no
precedent for this kind of organization under this special circumstance.
We are moving steadily forward and exploring new paths at the same
time. We have experienced a lot in these twelve years. We believed it is
time and of great value to summarize, reflect and share the experience

with others.

How should we talk about this history? Neither monotone, linear nor
authoritative style is suitable for commenting an open and organic
organization like Para/Site. This book has adapted a one-people-one-
story style. We also invited authors to send in reflections on exhibitions
that Para/Site has mostly held, mainly on topics concerning space and

politics. Experts from both local and aboard are invited to contribute.

Once collected, articles were grouped. One is of Para/Site itself, e.g.
reflections on activities, modification of working direction and experiences
sharing on managing issues. While the other extends to subjects like

curatorship, art and politics, the evolution of artist run space.

These reflections from various perspectives are helpful to the
understanding of local art ecology and provide reference for those who

wanted to start their own spaces.

Different contributors might have their own understanding as well as
different focus of interest of Para/Site. Indeed, free interpretation and
the existing of different preferences may honestly reflect our basic value

to include.

Phoebe MAN Ching Ying
Editor





